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Preparing Today’s Learner for 

Tomorrow  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Board Governance Policy Cross Reference:  1, 12, 13 

Administrative Procedures Cross Reference:  

Clinician Referral Procedure 

Dispute Resolution 

Outside Agency Involvement 

Form Cross Reference: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Legal/Regulatory Reference: 

Appropriate Educational Programming in Manitoba: A Formal Dispute Resolution Process 

Appropriate Educational Programming: Standards for Student Services (2006)  

Manitoba Education - Working Together: A Parent's Guide to Formal Dispute Resolution   

Manitoba Regulation, 155/2005, sections 9-21(Appropriate Educational Programming) 

The Human Rights Code (Manitoba) 

The Public Schools Act 

The Public Schools Amendment Act: Appropriate Educational Programming S.M. 2004, 

proclaimed October 28, 2005 

 

The Interlake School Division (ISD) recognizes that today’s classrooms reflect our diverse communities 

and include a combination of student needs, learning styles and cultural backgrounds. The Division is 

committed to the rights of all students to participate in educational programming that, within available 

resources, will maximize the opportunity for students to achieve their individualized learning 

outcomes.  

1. Overview 

The Interlake School Division supports Manitoba Education’s philosophy of inclusion. Students with 
special needs should experience school as much as possible like their peers without special needs.  
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https://www.interlakesd.ca/interlake-school-division-board-governance-policy/
https://www.interlakesd.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/AP-5030-Clinician-Referral-Procedure.pdf
https://www.interlakesd.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/AP-1020-Dispute-Resolution.pdf
https://www.interlakesd.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2040-Outside-Agency-Involvement.pdf
https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/specedu/aep/dr.html
https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/specedu/aep/pdf/Standards_for_Student_Services.pdf
https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/docs/parents/dr/index.html
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/current/_pdf-regs.php?reg=155/2005
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/h175e.php
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/p250e.php
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/38-2/b013e.php#:~:text=This%20Act%20comes%20into%20force%20on%20a%20day%20fixed%20by%20proclamation.&text=This%20Bill%20requires%20school%20boards,and%20a%20dispute%20resolution%20process.
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“Inclusion is a way of thinking and acting that allows every individual to feel accepted, valued and 
safe. An inclusive community consciously evolves to meet the changing needs of its members. 
Through recognition and support, an inclusive community provides meaningful involvement and 
equal access to the benefits of citizenship. In Manitoba we embrace inclusion as a means of 
enhancing the well-being of every member of the community. By working together, we strengthen 
our capacity to provide the foundation for a richer future for all of us.”  

Inclusive schools provide learning environments that are accessible to all students as places to 
learn, to grow, to be accepted, and to enjoy the benefits of citizenship. Inclusive schools embrace 
the following core values and beliefs: 

• All students can learn, in different ways and at different rates. 

• All students have individual abilities and individual learning needs. 

• All students want to feel they belong and are valued. 

• All students have the right to benefit from their education. 

• All students come from diverse backgrounds and want their differences to be respected. 

• Students learn in different places and locations. 

• All students have the right to appropriate educational programming. 

• The provincial curriculum should be the starting point for educational programming. 

• Parents and students must be involved in the individual education planning process. 

• The number of individuals involved in planning to meet a student’s needs will increase as 
the complexity or intensity of the needs increases. 

To make inclusion applicable in schools, educators will: 

• foster school and classroom communities where all students, including those with diverse 
needs and abilities, have a sense of personal belonging and achievement; 

• identify and foster practices by which students with a wide range of learning needs can be 
taught together effectively; 

• enhance, through modelling and instruction, student abilities to deal with diversity; 

• offer students an environment that provides potential for dignified, meaningful 
relationships; 

• provide each student with appropriate supports, including instructional placements, to 
develop their personal best in a setting that respects their abilities; 

• help each student contribute to the classroom and school community; and 

• develop and maintain competencies for achieving these principles. 

The Division adheres to the regulations and standards for Student Services as stated in The Public 

Schools Act: Appropriate Educational Programming (Regulation 155/2005) and Appropriate 

Educational Programming in Manitoba: Standards for Student Services (2006).  

A school division must ensure that, as far as reasonably practicable, appropriate educational 

programming is available to a student in a regular class of his or her peers at the school whose 

https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/current/_pdf-regs.php?reg=155/2005
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/current/_pdf-regs.php?reg=155/2005
https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/specedu/aep/pdf/Standards_for_Student_Services.pdf
https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/specedu/aep/pdf/Standards_for_Student_Services.pdf
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catchment area includes his or her residence; or another school designated by the school division if 

the catchment area school does not provide the program.  

The philosophy of inclusion enables meaningful involvement of parents/guardians, school teams, 

and students to collaborate in order to provide appropriate educational programming through the 

development and review of an Individual Education Plan (IEP).  

Appropriate educational programming may include a number of the following interventions 
including but not exclusively:  

• Differentiated Instruction 

• Response Through Intervention (RTI) Plans 

• Adaptations 

• Modified Programs 

• Reasonable Accommodations 

• Individualized Educational Plans (IEPs)  

• Behaviour Intervention Plans  

• Adapted Education Plans 

• Modified Education Plans 

• Individualized Transition Plans  

2. Early Identification 

Early identification defines the process used to identify students with exceptional learning needs as 
early as possible in their education. To that end, the Division gathers information required for 
planning and implementing the student’s educational program upon school entry, where 
appropriate and required, from the following sources: 

• Guidelines for Early Childhood Transitions to School protocol; 

• Guidelines for School Registration for Students in Care of Child Welfare Agencies; 

• Parents, pre-school service providers, clinicians, outside agencies, and pre-school teachers; 

• Pre-school Wellness Fairs; 

• Kindergarten screening; and/or 

• Meetings with pre-school agencies.  

Schools should make reasonable efforts to involve parents/guardians, other community agencies, 
and government departments in early identification and intervention processes. In addition, 
schools may choose to utilize early fall Kindergarten registration in order to access student 
information and begin the planning process earlier.  
 
Identification of Early Learning Needs from Kindergarten to Grade Four  

Each individual school in the Division has in place and maintains a process of monitoring children’s 
progress. This process may include all or some of the following methods and tools aimed at 
accessing multiple data and information on each child’s learning success: 

• Kindergarten – Early Development Instrument, Early Experiences-Early Development Form; 
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• Literacy and Numeracy Assessments; 

• Student portfolios and continuums; 

• Teacher observations and consultations with other classroom teachers or clinicians; 

• Professional Learning Communities, common formative assessments and Response to 
Intervention (RTI); 

• Grade Three numeracy and literacy assessments; 

• Running Records; and/or 

• Other informal grade assessment tools.  

The identification of exceptional learning needs at school level will require a referral to a divisional 
clinician for a more specific diagnostic assessment. 
 

3. Individualized Education Plans (IEP) 

When the school team has identified that a student has exceptional learning needs that require 
student-specific outcomes that are additions to, are different from, or exceed the curricular 
outcomes, the individual education planning process occurs. An Individual Education Plan (IEP) will 
be developed when:  

• it is not reasonable to expect the pupil to meet or approximate the expected learning 
outcomes;  

• a student has been identified as a Supported Student and is receiving support from the 
Student Services Department; and/or 

• a student is determined to be eligible for the English as a Second Language (E) designation, 
the Modified (M) course designation or the Individualized Programming (I) designation in 
Grades 9 through 12.  

The Division will: 

• provide parents/guardians with the opportunity to participate in decisions that affect 
student’s education; 

• provide parents/guardians with the information needed to make informed decisions;  

• involve parents/guardians in planning, problem solving and decision making related to 
student-specific outcomes; 

• require principals to designate a case manager and ensure that IEPs are developed with the 
assistance of the teacher and other in-school personnel;  

• ensure that written IEPs are developed, revised, implemented, monitored and evaluated at 
least annually for all students identified as having exceptional learning needs; 

• inform parents/guardians of students’ progress at the regularly scheduled reporting periods 
throughout the year or more frequently if programming changes are deemed appropriate; 

• involve parents/guardians, students (when appropriate), teachers and other professionals in 
the development, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of students’ IEPs;  

• include in each IEP information about the student’s current level of performance and 
achievement relative to identified learning outcomes in the provincial curriculum and/or the 
student specific outcomes; 
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• ensure that students who have reached the age of 16 have a transition plan where required 
according to interdepartmental protocol agreements; 

• identify school principals as being accountable for the delivery and implementation of 
educational programming and services for students with exceptional learning needs; 

• document, in the IEPs, the formal review of students’ progress, at the schools’ regular 
reporting periods; 

Final placement decision will be the responsibility of the Student Services Administrator in 
consultation with parents/guardians, administration, and staff. 

 
4. Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 

The concept of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) applies to all physical and learning 

environments.  UDL means designing any environment and the educational curriculum to meet the 

needs of the widest possible range of potential users.  The concept of Universal Design applies not 

only to a physical environment or space such as a house, school or office building but can also be 

related to products within the physical environment. For example, if a school is built for all persons 

whether they walk, use a wheelchair or have low muscle tone, then the school has good universal 

design.  

Universal Design for Learning means using a multi-media, multi-sensory approach to make the 

curriculum more accessible to the widest range of possible students who may be using the 

curriculum and related materials. UDL implies the provision of multiple means of presenting 

information, providing students a variety of ways to use new information and multiple ways of 

demonstrating knowledge of learned concepts.  

5. Specialized Assessments/Interventions 

If a student is having difficulty meeting the expected learning outcomes, despite the teacher having 

implemented differentiated instruction and adaptations, the teacher, in consultation with the 

learning support teacher and/or the Division Student Services personnel may refer the student for 

a specialized assessment.  

a) Schools will follow the protocols below for conducting assessments: 

• use the information gathered by the classroom teacher as the first source of information 
regarding student learning; 

• use assessment results to guide programming decisions for the student;  

• ensure qualified professionals who are designated by the Division conduct specialized 
assessments, interpret results, follow principles of fair assessment practices and provide 
parents and classroom teachers with programming recommendations; and 

• use qualified professionals and other service providers and involve parents to complete 
specialized assessments when appropriate. 

b) Possible sources of information in the assessment process are: 
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• inspection of previously collected data - such as cumulative files, student evaluations, 
student profiles; 

• informal consultation - with classroom teacher, parent/guardian, referred student, 
clinicians; 

• structured interviews - that are planned in advance and seek specific information from 
classroom teacher, parent/guardian, referred student; 

• data collection instruments - may include checklists, profiles, rating scales, inventories 
and continuums; 

• assessments – may include standardized tests, criterion-referenced tests, diagnostic 
tests; and 

• observations.  

c) The Principal shall ensure:  

• differentiated instruction and adaptations are implemented and documented by the 
classroom teacher before a student is referred for specialized assessment;  

• a student is referred for specialized assessment only after school-based personnel have 
differentiated instruction and/or provided adaptations and are unable to determine why 
the student is not able to meet learning outcomes;  

• parents/guardians sign a consent for assessment;  

• the student is assessed as soon as possible;  

• assessment results and recommendations are shared with parents/guardians; 

• specialized assessments are conducted by professionals from the Student Services team;  

• teachers use the assessment results as a basis for future programming for the student, 
including the development of an Individual Education Plan;  

• teachers report student progress to parents/guardians; 

• the development of specific plans (IEP, BIP, Safety plan, EAL plan etc.) for any student 
who cannot achieve the expected learning outcomes through differentiated instruction 
or adaptations or accommodations to the learning environment; and 

• the assignment of a case manager for students with special plans in place.  

6. Division Student Services 

Student Services is comprised of a team of specialists who consult and work collaboratively with 

school-based personnel to ensure success for all students. The services provided may include 

wraparound, crisis intervention, risk and threat assessments, specialized assessments, 

recommendations for student specific plans, etc. 

The Division is committed to providing a range and continuum of services including; 

▪ Learning Support Teachers 

▪ Co-teachers 

▪ Clinical Services 
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▪ Student Specific Programming 

▪ Para-educator Services 

▪ Remedial Services and Supports 

▪ Counseling Services 

The Clinical Services may include Speech and Language Pathologist, Educational School 

Psychologist, Occupational Therapist, Physiotherapist, Student Support Worker. These are all 

qualified professionals or clinicians who have the necessary education, training and experience.  

 


